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of historical works for the " Christian Examiner." He now tried his hand at fiction, publishing " Vassal Morton " in 1856. In this year he made a trip to Montreal, Quebec, and Nova Scotia.
But even this limited and precarious activity was greatly hindered and finally arrested; for arthritis attacked one of his knees in 1851, and by depriving him of his usual walks greatly impaired his general powers. Horseback riding relieved him to some degree, but even this was not always possible.    His family now numbered three children: Grace, born in 1851, Francis, born in 1854, and Katharine, in 1858.    The first great bereavement of his life fell with the death of Ms promising son in 1857.    The next year profound grief again came upon him in the loss of his wife. His sister-in-law, Miss Bigelow, now took his daughters to her home, and relieved him of personal responsibility as to the care and education of them.    This arrangement was the more fortunate since the state of his brain made it out of the question for him to work in anything but the utmost quietness,  or to occupy himself with the details of domestic economy. But he enjoyed having his children with him a portion of each year, and made himself very companionable to them.   As one was of a jovial, and the other of a more philosophical turn, he used to say that he had one daughter for his amusement, the other for his instruction.
Shortly after the death of his wife he went abroad, and spent the winter of 1858-59 in Paris, at the